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1 Excerpt | WAS twenty-two; and without employment. | would not say by this that | was without occupation. In
the world in which we live, set with daisies and kingfishers and undeciphered faces of men and women, | doubt |
could be at a loss for something to occupy me. A swallow s back, as he turns in the sunshine, is so full of
meaning. If you dwell in the country, you need but pin on a hat and slip out into a meadow, and there, in some
bight of the hedgerow, you shall see spring buds untwisting, sulphur butterflies coquetting; hear nightingales
sing as they sang to Keats, and streamlets make madrigal as they wimpled for Marlowe. Nay, even here in
London, where life is rarer, how can | cruise down the Strand without encountering Strange barks - mysterious
argosies that attract and intrigue me? That living stream is so marvellous! Whence come they, these shadows,
and whither do they go? - innumerable, silent, each wrapped in...
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