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.. to me, | should have recognized it as one of the most beautiful and touching revelations of a devoted soul
that | was ever permitted to participate in; but it supplements and confirms all that was conjectural in my belief,
and really almost seems to lift me into a proximity otherwise impossible to one removed, in the main, from the
opportunities of a personal intimacy which would have been precious indeed. Everything that reminded Lord
Dufferin of his mother revived the affection with which he cherished her memory. To Mrs. Ward he writes--How
good and kind of you it was to send me such a large packet of my mothers letters, and how like you to have
kept them: but you must not imagine that | am going to take them from you. As soon as they have been printed
[ will return the originals to 1887 HELEN LADY DUFFERINS LETTER. 169 you, and not only so, but you shall have a
printed copy of them in order that you may glance at them from time to time at your leisure in a form that will
not weary your eyes or try your nerves. | have already had a good deal of my mothers correspondence printed,
including the first letter she ever wrote to her own mother after her marriage. It was written during her
honeymoon trip and is dated from Paris. Then there are others from Florence describing me as a baby; and so
they go on, unfolding...
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