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preparation of a book covering as many branches of science as this requires information obtained from many
sources. Technical books, papers in scientific journals, oFicial releases from industries and from the meetings
of various societies, private correspondence to all these the author went for material. Particularly do I wish to
express my indebtedness to Laurence A. Hawkins, executive engineer of the General Electric Research
Laboratory, for his help and suggestions, and to Joseph L. Smith and Helena A. Stalnacke, of Ives Washburn,
Inc., for their skillful attention to the many technical details involved in bringing this book to completion. And
among others who helped in many ways for example, by furnishing data or by checking the text I desire to
thank the following: C. R. Addinall, Merck and Co.; Frank Benford, G. E. Research Laboratory; J. R. Brown, Jr.,
Esso Laboratories; Harold Burris-Meyer, Stevens Institute of Technology; Ernest E. Charlton, G. E. Research
Laboratory; N. R. Chillingworth, Mine Safety Appliances Co.; Watson Davis, Science Service, Inc.; Saul Dushman,
G. E. Research Laboratory; Gustav EgloF, Universal Oil Products Co.; Raymond M. Fuoss, G. E. Research
Laboratory; James T. Grady, American Chemical Society and Columbia University; William A. Hamor, Mellon
Institute; Hoyt C. Hottel, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Ernest L. Little, National Farm Chemurgic
Council; Vincent Lyons, Celanese Corporation; Don Masson, Bakelite Corporation; John Mills, Bell Telephone
Laboratories; William H. Milton, Jr., G. E. Plastics Department; Frank J. Norton, G. E. Research Laboratory; G.
Edward Pendray, Westinghouse Electric and Manufacturing Co.; Walter A. R.Pertuch, The Franklin Institute; Neil
B. Reynolds, Central Electric Co.; H. M. Richardson, G....
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