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Maintenance and repair -- Finance. Excerpt: . . . 15 ative Holt noted that between 2005 and 2007, schools energy
costs 17 increased from 6 billion annually to 8 billion. According to Committee Member Loebsacks testimony at
the same hearing, green schools save 33 percent on energy and 32 percent on water 18 costs compared to non-
green schools. The Committee believes that green building can serve a number of purposes. Such building will
directly benefit both the larger envi-ronment and the indoor environment. The Committee further be-lieves that
green building will improve the ability of teachers to teach and students to learn as well as the health of
students, teachers, and other school staff. States, cities, and school districts around the country have adopt-ed
green building and green schools initiatives. Representative Hooley ( Co-Chair of the Congressional Green
Schools Caucus ) testi-fied that by 2010, the green building market will be worth 60 bil-lion, of which twenty-
seven percent will be comprised by school fa-19 cilities. The Committee believes that a critical component of the
success of this bill will be local educational agencies knowledge of best practices in school construction,
modernization, renovation, and re-pair as they relate to green building. With reference to states responsibilities,
the bill directs states to develop voluntary guidelines for high-performing school buildings. The Committee
encourages states, in developing the energy effi-ciency components of such guidelines, to look for direction to
the definition of such plans in H. R. 579, the School Building Enhance-ment Act, introduced by Representative
Holt. That bill defines such plans as including standards for school building design, construc-tion, and
renovation; and proposals...
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