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by herself, though why she should laugh, when every one else
was shivering with fear over the frightful love incidents, is more
than I can tell. Well, Nelly, the banquet is spread on one of the
girl s beds, round which we all sit, somewhat in tailor-fashion.
There is not much variety in our entertainments, as we can only
send to the confectioner s; but it does not matter. If we had
roasted peacocks, or sweetmeats prepared by nuns, or all the
rich things in the Lord Mayor s larder, we could not enjoy them
more. It is such rare fun, and worth any of the grand dinners
you go to, Nelly. Sometimes an alarm is given, and, quicker than
any conjuror s trick, the wax-ends are extinguished, the goodies
disappear no one knows where, and in less than a minute every
one is...
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