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Not indexed. Not illustrated. Excerpt: . me, and my face contained marks of a most diseased state, if not of
death itself. Indeed so ghastly was my countenance, that timorous women with child had abstained from my
house, for fear of the ill consequences of looking at me. In this condition, | ran the gauntlope, (so, | think | may
justly call it) through rows of sailors and watermen, few of whom failed of paying their compliments to me, by
all manner of insults and jests on my misery, No man who knew me will think | conceived any personal
resentment at this behaviour; but it was a lively picture of that cruelty and inhumanity, in the nature of men,
whijch | have often contemplated with concern; and which leads the mind into a train of very uncomfortable
and melancholy thoughts. It may be said, that this barbarous custom is peculiar to the English, and o them only
to the lowest degree; that it is an excrescence of an uncontroul d licentiousness mistaken for liberty, and eever
shews itself in men who are po lists d and refin d, in such manner as human nature requires, to produce that
perfection of which it is susceptible, and to purge away that malevolence of disposition, of which, at our birth,
we partake in common with the savage creation. This may be said, and this is all that can be said; and itis, | am
afraid, but little satissactory to account for the...
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