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essential issues in contemporary international relations. Wars
have been fought and lives have been lost in the name of the
state. A majority of people seems to value states very highly, or
they would not be prepared to give their lives for the protection
of the state. Being a member of a state must thus have a
number of valuable advantages and generally be regarded as a
good thing. But is also evident that not every state will do for
every group of people. In the struggle for a state of their own
many groups and nations have fought and still fight violent wars
. Different states are valued differently by its citizens. However,
the question about the moral standing of states is not a simple
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