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by Order of the Hon. William A. Graham, Secretary of the Navy: At the U. S. Navy Yard, New York, in Nov; 1851,
and at Washington City, in May 1852, to Examine Certain Desiccated Alimentary Vegetable Substances,
Prepared After the Process of M. Masson, Chief Gardner of the Central Society of Horticulture of France, By The
attention of the Bureau was drawn to the subject of the desiccated vegetables by the following notice in a
newspaper in May, 1851: Important Discovery. - At the last meeting of the Horticultural Society, London, various
dried vegetables, such as peas, haricot beans, Brussels sprouts, carrots, turnips, c., were exhibited from
Peyrusset, Moller Co., of Paris. These were stated to have been dried by a process peculiar to Dr, Gannal, the
celebrated chemist and embalmer of animal substances. This process is understood briefly to consist in dividing
the larger vegetables into pieces, and placing them in an apparatus into which dried air is driven, until they
have parted with all the water, and have become perfectly dry. In this condition they maybe preserved for any
length of time, and it is said that their flavor is not at all interfered with, inasmuch as nothing is taken from
them except the water they contained, and that, after they are cooked, they are just as good as when fresh
gathered. If these facts, therefore, are borne out by experience, the discovery is a very important one, even as
regards vegetables, more especially to ship owners, for they can be furnished in this state in quantity, and at a
very cheap rate; butin...
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