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in the initial period that ends in 2009, authorized adjudicative agencies are to make a determination on at least
80 percent of all applications for a security clearance within an average of 120 days after the receipt of the
application by an authorized investigative agency, with no longer than 90 days allotted for the investigation 18
and 30 days allotted for the adjudication. We are currently reviewing DODs progress in meeting these
requirements across its personnel security clearance program. While the number of clearances that may be
required for new C4ISR employees is relatively small compared to the total number of clearances that DOD and
the Office of Personnel Management process, the proportion of employees who need clearances within an
organization at a given time could be significant. Irrespective of whether DOD can meet its timeliness goals for
processing clearances, the time required to grant clearances could affect C4ISR employees ability to fully
perform their jobs, particularly considering the large number of employees who may require clearances. If the
Army cannot obtain the necessary clearances in a timely manner, then employees may be unable to fully
perform their jobs until they obtain clearances. To help mitigate this risk, Army officials plan to seek interim
secret security clearances for qualified personnel, as needed. Interim secret security clearances can be obtained
much more quickly than secret security clearances because a full investigation is not required. By obtaining
interim secret security clearances, employees could begin to perform work that requires such a clearance,
limiting downtime for...
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