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indexed. Not illustrated. 1833 Excerpt: .Neil are not before the Court, but it is conceded by the counsel, that they
constituted a general agreement between them, to share the profits and losses of a speculation in buying and
selling cotton; and that the contract, on which this action is brought, was within the object of the partnership,
and for their joint benefit: and, although his name does not appear in the contract, it will not be questioned,
that Neil was intitled to all the Columbia, Jan. 1830. Pickett r. Clock. rishts, and subject to all the labilities, thai he
would have been, if hi-had Ix-en an ostensible partner. The general rule is, that no one can be admitted as a
witness, who, at the time when he is called to testify, has n certain and direct interest in the event of the suit,
whether the interest arise from a benefit, or a liability, dependant on its determination. If of benefit alone, then
the witness might render himself competent by releasing that interest; hut if of liability, a release from those to
whom he is liable, is absolutely necessary to remove the disability. This rule is in itself so plain, and its use so
common, that its correctness is never called in question. Indeed the only diIiculty, connected with the subject, is
to ascertain what particular state of facts, rowing out of the endless varietv of contracts amongst men, creates
a certain and direct interest in the event of a suit, which...
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