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Nowadays, there is a wide range of different newspapers, and most people see them as an important part of
their everyday life. But newspapers as we know them today have only come into existence about three-hundred
and fifty years ago. And although the liberty of the press at least in the countries of the European Union is today
highly appraised, this has not always been the case. For a long time newspapers were a thorn in the flesh of
governments, which thought that printed oppositional opinions threatened them. Therefore the governments
tried to control newspapers tightly by enacting consequential laws. For years politics thus determined the
development of newspapers. This term paper wants to deal with the influence of the English government on the
development of newspapers between 1660 and 1855. This relates to London newspapers, if not stated otherwise.
Also, the term newspaper is used for the printed product, the company or the owner, resp., and the journalists,
if not stated otherwise. The term is also used for news printed before 1670, even though the term itself only
occured in the English language during that year. After explaining prerequisites that were necessary for the
emergence of modern newspapers in the first place, | will shortly look at the formation of newspapers before
1660, before | have a close look at laws established by the English government between 1662 and 1843. Then, |
am going to compare selected...
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