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indexed. Not illustrated. 1873 Excerpt: . and perish by thousands. The farm-steadings of the Scotch and Irish
settlers are now protected from these by clearing a wide space all round of everything combustible. Buenos
Ayres stands on a level plain about 90 ft. above the estuary; thence the country rises imperceptibly; till it attains
a height of about 800 ft., and then continues level to the Andes. Under the surface soil everywhere there is a
reddish indurated calcareous mud, passing into a hard marl, and fdlcd throughout with the bones and entire
skeletons of extinct quadrupeds, some species of which were of gigantic size. Theso are all of the same type of
animals as now inhabit the region--the edentate, such as the sloth, armadillo, cavy, capybara, and others; but
the ? existing congeners are dwarfed in .A/ comparison. These remains are associated in many places with the
remains of mollusca, all of which still inhabit the adjoiniiig sea. The whole deposit rests on old tertiary beds,
with marine remains of species now extinct. This deposit seems to have formed the bottom of a shallow sea
washing the shores of Brazil and the Banda, amid the quiet recesses of whose sierras, composed of red granite,
red porphyry, and red sandstone, the animals now found fossil had their abode. The sea became silted up with
the detritus of these rocks, and the animal remains were washed down along with it--the whole area was then
elevated. Under such surface conditions the heat and rainfall...
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